the gas obtained, I should have mentioned, was hydrochloric acid and not chlorine. Had black oxide of manganese been available at the time, it would have been employed, for the element in an uncombined form would be more potent than in a combined form. The carbonate of soda was added with a view to neutralise a portion of the acid, and to supply the loss of the alkali in blood which takes place in cholera. The object then, will be obvious, was to prepare a mixture containing the alkali with free acid. This might have been accomplished by employing the hydrochloric acid itself, but the latter at hand was in a limited quantity, and in a remote place like Muscat there were no ready means of procuring more, hence the expedient adopted to suit the circumstance. The quantity of carbonate of soda used was gr. xx to the gi: in my letter under reference it was marked one scruple?thus, 9i?which appears to have been mistaken for 5i by the printer.
The Civil Surgeon merits thanks for eliciting this explanation. 
